
 
Howard Leisure Services 

 
2020 Softball 

General Rules & Regulations 
 

I. ELGIBILITY 
A. Players must be an adult (18 years of age or older by May 1, 2020) and cannot be a high school student to be 

eligible to play in the adult softball leagues. 
 

 
 

B. If a team is short a player they may pick up a player from another team on the same night as long as the opposing 
teams manager says it is OK.  If the opposing manager allows the player then the game will be considered a legal 
game. 

 
 

II. DRESS 
A. Players are not required to wear uniforms.  Pants or shorts, shirt and shoes must be worn at all times.  Sports bras 

may not be worn alone; a top of some sort must be worn over them. 
 
B. Any player with a splint or brace will have to have it covered in an acceptable manner.  Any exposed metal must be 

covered by a soft material and taped.  The umpire will make the final decision on what is acceptable for the player 
to participate. 

 
C. Players may wear rubber-tipped spikes.  Players cannot participate with metal or metal-tipped spikes.  The game 

will not continue until there is a compliance with this rule. 
 

D. Any fielder can use a glove as long as it is of legal size.  Only the catcher and 1st baseman may wear mitts.   
 

III. GAME FORMAT 
 

 
A. A 3 – 2 count will be used for all slowpitch Leagues.   

 
B. Games will be seven innings or a one-hour time limit whichever comes first.  No new innings shall be started after 

the time limit expires.  A tie game at the end of the time limit will be recorded as a tie.  Once time limit is up the 
current inning being played must be completed.  The second game’s time will start 5 minutes after first game is 
over.  If a game is still tied after seven innings and the time limit has not expired, a new inning may be started. 

 
C. Run Ahead Rule:  15 after 4 innings, 10 after five innings. 

 
D. In a rained out game, four complete innings will be considered a full game. If it is tied at that time it will be re-

scheduled, starting from the exact spot where it was stopped. Any rainout game less than four complete innings 
will not be considered a full game and the whole game will be rescheduled if possible.   

 
E. One rainout game may be made up at the end of the season (the week immediately following the last regularly 

scheduled games).  The first week of the schedule that was entirely rained out will be the week that is made up on 
this rainout date.   

 
F. Ten (10) players constitute a full team, although only eight (8) players are needed to start a game.  Failure to have 

the required number of players at the start of the game will result in a forfeit.    
 
G. Any team forfeiting two games will be liable to expulsion from further league competition. If a scheduled game is 

cancelled by noon, 24 hours in advance of the game day and all officials have received sufficient notification of 



game cancellations the forfeiture may be waived.  Notification must be made to the Leisure Services Department.  
Office:  434-4640 

 
H. In an event of a forfeit, teams will be allowed to use the field until the next scheduled ball game or 1 hour.  

 
 

I. A team may bat the entire roster.  However, it must be declared at the beginning of the game (at the time the line-
up is presented to the Umpire) and remain throughout the entire game.  The line-up must include first and last 
names.  If not batting your entire roster, all subs must be reported to the Umpire prior to that individual entering 
the game.  

 
J. When a team has declared to bat their entire roster at the beginning of the game and during the game a player 

becomes injured and must leave the game, the team will NOT HAVE TO TAKE AN OUT when it is that person’s time 
to bat, the roster will just collapse around that player. 

 
K. The Recreation Department provides the game balls. The home team will take the ball with them at the end of the 

game being played. 
 

L. Bats:  Only bats tagged with Greater Green Bay Approved Bat sticker will be legal. 
The Cities of Green Bay & De Pere and the Villages of Allouez, Ashwaubenon and Howard have cooperatively 
adopted the ASA banned bat list. All bats used in these four communities MUST be tagged with the official 
“Greater Green Bay” approved tag. Bats not tagged will be considered illegal and not allowed. No tagging will be 
conducted at any ball field. Once a bat is tagged it is considered legal in the above mentioned communities. All 
bats will be required to be retagged every other year. The ASA website for banned bats is www.asasoftball.com. 
 If a bat is deemed illegal after the start of the season, that bat will be pulled from play immediately. 
 If a bat becomes legal after the start of the season, it will remain an illegal bat until the following season. 

 
IV. GAME RULES 

 
A. COED SOFTBALL 

1. Use common sense at all times.  Runners and fielders should avoid contact at all times.  Fielders not 
making a play must leave the baseline.  Baserunners may not attempt to break up a double play 
with contact.  Initiating contact to break up double plays will result in an automatic double play 
enforced by the umpire. 

 
2. Teams may play with eight (8) players, but not less than eight.  If you have eight (8) players, four (4) 

males and four (4) females or three (3) males and five (5) females you may play, but NOT five (5) 
males and three (3) females.  When batting two (2) men in a row, the team MUST take an out.  If 
teams have eight (8) or more players, they MUST have equal number of males and females OR 
more females than males.  It is not an automatic out if two (2) females bat in a row.  All teams must 
alternate batting order with every other batter being female.  If a team doesn’t have eight players 
or has 8 players but not enough female players, the manager may ask permission from the 
opposing manager to play the game taking an out between consecutive male batters.   

 
3. Fielders:  There will be ten players in the field, five men and five women.  A team may not have 

more men than women in the field at any time.   
 
4. If a team has declared to bat their entire roster and a player arrives late, whether male or female, 

that player must be inserted into the lineup at the end of the batting order provided that the team 
has not batted through their entire roster.  If the team has batted through their entire roster, the 
player who has arrived late may only be a substitute.  If two men bat in a row, the team must take 
an out.  Teams may not substitute batting males every other time at bat. 

 
5. Position Requirements:  Pitcher-Catcher must be 1 male and 1 female or 2 females. No 

requirements for infield or outfield. 
          
6. A male batter walked on three (3) consecutive balls without any strikes will automatically be 

awarded 2nd base. Base runners will advance only if forced too by the walked batter. The next 
person up to bat must bat (NOT automatically awarded first base as in some leagues). 



 
7. In slowpitch, a legal pitch MUST attain a perceptible arch of six (6) feet from the ground.  For 

women, maximum height is 12’, men’s is unlimited. A strike is determined by the ball hitting any 
part of the mat or plate including the black (if exposed).  A flat or illegal pitch declared by the 
umpire will result in a ball being awarded to the batter. The batter has the choice to swing at an 
illegal pitch; the ball shall remain in play if hit. 

 
8. The mat is NOT part of the plate in a running situation. Runners must touch the plate not the mat 

to score a run. Note:  if there is a close play at home, runners are encouraged to slide to avoid 
injuries. 

 
9. In slowpitch, legal delivery means the pivot foot must remain in contact with the pitcher’s plate 

until the pitched ball leaves the hand.  If a step is taken, it can be forward or backward, or to the 
side, provided the pivot foot is in contact with the pitcher’s plate and the step is simultaneous with 
the release of the ball. 

 
10. Bunting, stealing or leading off is prohibited.  Runners may not leave a base until the ball has made 

contact with the bat. 
 

11. Any foul ball with a 1 strike count is an out. 
 

12. Home runs over the fence will be limited to 5 per team per game. After the 5th homerun all other 
over the fence home runs will be marked as an out. 

 
13. If a runner misses a base or leaves early on a caught fly, the umpire will automatically call the 

runner out.  The defensive team is not required to touch the base missed by a runner or when the 
runner leaves early on a caught fly ball. 

 
14. Free substitution.  Players not in the game may sub in & out, both in the field and at batting.  

Players already in the batting order may not switch to another spot in the line-up.  Once a player 
subs in at a specific batting spot they may only bat at that spot for the remainder of the game.  

 
15. It is legal for pitchers to return to the pitching position like any other player that leaves the game 

and then returns. 
 

V. UMPIRES 
All teams participating in the Howard Co-Ed Slow Pitch Softball Leagues will be required to supply umpires for each 

league game played.  Each team will facilitate two umpires when your team is up to bat. These umpires can be on or off the 
roster. If utilizing a player off the roster, they must have a solid knowledge of the rules. If on the roster, they would rotate 
when their team is batting. It will be each team's responsibility to assure the presence of their umpire. 

Umpire Requirements: 
A. Umpires should confer with site supervisor on league ground rules and rule interpretations. 
B. Umpires must know league rules 
C. Umpires must use common sense and good judgment in applying rules. 
D. Umpires must be completely impersonal and unbiased in their calls. 
 

VI. GENERAL INFORMATION 
A. A team award will be awarded to the league champions in each of the leagues.   

1. Standings will be determined by a W-L-T% where a win = 1.000, a loss = 0.000 and a tie = 0.500 
 
B. Ties will be broken by the following method: 

1. Head – to – head record 
2. Least number of runs given up in head – to – head matchups 
3. Least number of runs given up within the league. 
4. Coin flip  

 
C. Runners must touch the outside orange safety base when running to first unless rounding. The first baseman is to 

touch the inside white base. 
 



D. Overthrows: If the ball stays inside the fence, the ball remains in play and the base must be made. If the ball goes 
outside the fence the runner will automatically be entitled to 1 plus 1 base. The base they were going to, plus one 
base.  

 
E. Only the players, managers and batboy/girl will occupy the player’s dugout. Managers will see that this rule is 

followed and that the dugouts are picked up after each game. 
 

F. Teams shall agree on the score at the conclusion of each inning.  The winning team is responsible for turning the 
final score sheet in to the supervisor.   

 
G. Courtesy Runners 

1. A courtesy runner may be used for any injured players (injury must have occurred during the game 
being played). 

2. A courtesy runner may be used for any player any time after they have reached base.  
3. The courtesy runner must be the player of that sex that recorded the last out.  
4. A player may be a courtesy runner only once an inning. 
5. A courtesy runner may not run for an existing courtesy runner except for injury. 
6. A runner who is replaced with a courtesy runner may not be used as a courtesy runner for the 

remainder of the inning. 
 

H. League play will take place at Spring Green Park, 3640 Spring Green Rd. 
 

I. Smoking is not allowed on the field or in the dugouts. 
 

J. If games are moved to Akzo Nobel Sports Complex, more rules may apply. 
 

K. Alcoholic beverages are not allowed on the field.  No glass containers are allowed in the park. 
 

L. Any act of unsportsmanlike conduct, including the use of profane, abusive, or insulting language shall cause the 
offender to be ejected from the playing area for the rest of the game and a one game suspension.  Any player 
ejected a second time will be out for the rest of the season.  

 
M. The Park Superintendent and/or Director of Leisure Services will determine cancellation of games if it is 

determined that the fields are unplayable (during office hours). Players should call the Information Line (not the 
office) for field conditions.  The Information Line is updated as weather and field conditions are reported, generally 
by 3:30 pm. Information Line 434-5559 Cancellation calls after the Information line has been updated will be made 
by the supervisor at the field. 

 
 

THESE LEAGUES ARE MEANT TO BE FUN, SO LET’S DO OUR BEST TO KEEP IT THAT WAY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Covid 19 Recommendations 

Play at your own risk. 
 
League will provide 2 balls for each game.  One ball for each team to use defensively.  Keep the ball separate.     
 
Teams responsible for disinfecting shared equipment and ball if they desire. 
 
Teams are asked not to congregate before or after games at the park or in the parking lot.   
 
Teams are responsible for social distancing before, during and after games. 
 
Please do not arrive more than 15 minutes before games.  
 
No concession sales.   
 
No spitting or licking hands. 
 
No post game handshakes or high fives. 
 
No exchanging of lineup cards.  Winning team is responsible for reporting the score to the supervisor before leaving the park.   
 
Spectators asked to bring their own chairs and practice social distancing. 

 


