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VILLAGE BOARD MEETING STAFF REPORT 

                   REVIEWED BY: 
REPORT TO: President Burt McIntyre and Village Board of Trustees  

          
REPORT FROM: Robert Bartelt, Village Administrator   
 

AGENDA ITEM: Written clarification on the role of municipal officials in Census-related wards 

map redevelopment 
 

ACTION REQUESTED:  ___Ordinance    ____Resolution    ____Motion   __X___ Receive/File 
 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
At the Feb. 18, 2011 Village Board meeting, Trustee Steffen requested written clarification from the 
League of Municipalities or LRB on the role of municipal officials in Census-related wards map 
redevelopment.  
 
STATUS UPDATE 
Dave Wiese talked to Mike Keane with the Legislative Resources Bureau. According to Page 6 of 
LRB’s Guidelines for Adjusting Municipal Wards Following the 2000 Federal Census, “The 
governing body of a municipality – the common council or village or town board – is responsible for 
establishing ward boundaries. An ordinance or resolution describing the ward boundaries must be 
adopted by a majority of the members of the governing body.” 
 
LRB has not yet published its Guidelines for Adjusting Municipal Wards Following the 2010 Federal 
Census. However, Mr. Keane said many of the guidelines and much of the process will be the same.  
The LRB intends to produce three redistricting-related publications relating to the 2010 Census: 

1. The above-mentioned guidebook for local officials on creating wards, which will contain 
relevant law and a timeline 

2. After the Census data is released, which according to the latest information from the Census 
Bureau likely will be in Mid-March, the LRB will publish a summary of the block-level data 
as it relates to wards by county, by municipality by county, and by municipalities split 
between the counties. 

3. A misallocation survey, listing the current legislative districts compared to the official 2010 
population data with percent deviation from the ideal population 

 
The Wisconsin Legislature also has selected a Redistricting Staff Working Group that will be holding 
a series of free local redistricting workshops throughout the state. The workshops are intended for 
local officials who will be participating in redistricting, as well as others such as planners or land 
information staff who may be providing technical assistance for the redistricting process.  
 

Meeting Date:  2/28/11 
Agenda Item: ___7d__ 

 

Mission Statement 
Provide quality services in a modern, 
courteous and cost-efficient manner. 
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Tim Niemi, the GIS coordinator for the village, attended an informational meeting in the fall of 2010 
concerning the redistricting that will occur in 2011.  Last week, he also attended one of the "Local 
Redistricting in Wisconsin" workshops as part of the annual conference for the Wisconsin Land 
Information Association (WLIA).  The workshop was a follow-up to the fall meeting and also 
provided Tim with some hands-on use of the computer application that is being developed.  The 
computer application is called WISE-LR (Wisconsin Shape Editor for Local Redistricting).  WISE-LR 
is a tool that will allow the counties and municipalities to create their respective supervisory 
boundaries and wards.  WISE-LR is an online application and Tim said it is fairly easy to use.   
 
Tim was very heavily involved with the redistricting of village wards in 2001. He said he looks 
forward to working on the 2011 wards and does not anticipate any problems. He has been trained 
on the WISE-LR application and can create three or more ward options to provide to the Village 
Board for approval (This is what was done in 2001).  Once the county creates their supervisory 
districts, we will then work on creating the new wards for Howard. 
 
The timeframe for redistricting process is described in the attached Fact Sheet from UW-Extension.   
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION BY VILLAGE BOARD 
None 
 
ATTACHED INFORMATION 

I UW Extension Redistricting for Local Officials Fact Sheet 
II Minutes of the Jan. 14 meeting of the Wisconsin Legislature Redistricting Staff 

Working Group  
III Information about the free workshops on local redistricting in Wisconsin 
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ATTACHMENT I  
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ATTACHMENT II 
 

 

 Wisconsin Legislature  
Redistricting Staff Working Group  
 

Meeting of January 14, 2011  

 

Present:  
Larry Barish, LRB  

Jim Beaudoin, UW, APL  

Matt Egerer, Assem. Dems.  

Adam Foltz, Assem. GOP  

Joel Gratz, Assem. Dems.  

Math Heinzel, UW-LICGF  

Jessica Karls Ruplinger, Leg. Council  

Mike Keane, LRB  

Joe Kreye, LRB  

Rob Marchant, Senate Chief Clerk  

Steve Miller, LRB, Chair  

Lori Oehlert, LTSB  

Tadd Ottman, Sen. GOP  

Steve Pickett, Gov’t. Acc. Board  

Pam Shannon, Leg. Council  

Tony Van Der Wielen, LTSB  

Dan Veroff, UW, APL  

Mike White, Sen. Dems.  

Dana Wolff, LTSB 

 

Minutes:  

Steve Miller called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m.  

The group approved the minutes of the October 8, 2010, meeting.  

Tony Van Der Wielen gave an update on the projected date for delivery of census data. 

The Census Bureau will send TIGER (block geography) data to Wisconsin on January 19. 

According to the latest information from the Census Bureau, Wisconsin will receive its P.L. 94-

171 in mid- March.  

Tony said that LTSB received 2010 election data from the GAB and successfully merged 

it into the legislature’s redistricting database.  

Tony gave an update on the computer interface between the redistricting system and the 

legislative bill drafting system. LTSB and LRB are testing the interface with good results.  

Tony reported that LTSB has been holding training sessions on AutoBound about once 

per month. The next Autobound training sessions will be held at LTSB on February 1 and 3.  

Jim Beaudoin reported that development of local redistricting software (WISE-LR) is 

progressing well and functionality is 99% complete. Testing will continue into February.  

Larry Barish gave a summary of forthcoming LRB publications relating to redistricting. 

The LRB recently published a brief, “Wisconsin Redistricting Chronology, 1950-2002.” The 

LRB will produce three more redistricting-related publications:  
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1. A guidebook for local officials on creating wards, containing relevant law and a 

timeline.  
2. After the PL 94-171 data is released, the LRB will publish a summary of the block-level 

data as it relates to wards, by county, by municipality by county, and by municipalities split between 

counties.  

3. A mis-allocation survey, listing the current legislative districts compared to the official 

2010 population data with percent deviation from the ideal population (one page).  

Dana Wolff presented a draft letter to be sent in February 2011 from the Senate Majority 

Leader and the Speaker of the Assembly to county clerks informing them of the status of WISE-LR 

and informing them about the redistricting workshops for local officials. Larry suggested adding a 

paragraph on projected date that LTSB will deliver block-level census data to county officials.  

The group discussed the potential for a public access redistricting tool in the form of a Web 

application. Tony will develop cost estimates for the creation and deployment of such a tool.  

Dana presented a schedule for a series of workshops throughout the state to assist local 

officials with their redistricting-related duties (“the Redistricting Road Show”).  

The workshops will be held as follows:  

Fri. April 1: Madison (Pyle Center)  

Thu. April 7: Appleton (Fox Valley Technical College)  

Fri. April 8: Waukesha (UW-Waukesha)  

Wed. April 13: La Crosse (UW-La Crosse)  

Thu. April 14: Eau Claire (Chippewa Technical College)  

Fri. April 15: Rhinelander (Nicolet Technical College)  

The group will meet next on February 18, 2011.  

The meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 
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ATTACHMENT III 

 


