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VILLAGE BOARD MEETING STAFF REPORT 

 
REPORT TO:  President Burt McIntyre                 REVIEWED BY: 

Village Board of Trustees 
          

REPORT FROM:  Geoffrey S. Farr, PE, Director of Public Works  
 
AGENDA ITEM: Review and take action on the purchase of a new 6’ public works 

median mower for $26,983.00 from Swiderski Equipment. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  ___Ordinance    ____Resolution    __√__Motion   ______Receive/File 
 

 
POLICY ISSUE 
Should the Village Board approve the purchase of a median mower for the Public Works 
Department? 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION BY VILLAGE BOARD 
Village staff recommends that the Village Board approve the purchase of a median mower. 
 
If the Village Board were in favor of this policy action, the following motion may be made: 
 
“Motion to approve the purchase of a 2011 New Holland G 6035 mower with cab and deck for 
$26,983.00 from Swiderski Equipment”. 
 
POLICY ALTERNATIVE(S) 
The Village Board could take the following actions: 

• Approve the purchase 

• Table the purchase and ask for more information 

• Decline the purchase 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE: 
 

Economic Vitality:    Yes 
Accountable/Efficient Gov’t:   Yes 
Enhance Gov’t Partnerships:   No 
Environmentally Friendly:   No 

 

Meeting Date: 3/14/2011 
Agenda Item: #7d 

 

Mission Statement 
Provide quality services in a modern, 
courteous and cost-efficient manner. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN SYNOPSIS: 
Maintain the Village medians, parks 
and other mowed areas that help 
make Howard a vibrant and 
attractive community in which to 
live and do business. 
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POLICY REFERENCE 
Wisconsin Statutes:  Administrative Code NR 216 & 151 
Howard Municipal Code: Chapter 42 Storm Water, Chapter 16 Environment 
Policies & Procedure Manual: N/A 
 
KEY METRIC SYNOPSIS 
Replacement of equipment is needed in order to cut grass in an efficient and effective manner. 
 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW                 
November 2010 – The 2011 Village Budget included $25,000 for a new 6’ median mower in 2011.  

 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Village needs to replace the existing 2001 John Deere F 1145 6’ median mower, which 
has 2,800 hours of use and a side discharge mowing deck. Median mowers take a 
significant amount of abuse due to the nature of jumping curbs that occurs when mowing 
medians and will not last as long as mowers that are not exposed to such conditions. The 
useful life a median mower could be approximately 4,000 hours. In addition, the mower 
deck is a side discharge that does not comply with Village Codes and State Statutes for 
storm water because grass is discharged into the street. The existing mower has no cab and 
cannot be used for snow removal. The median mower averages 5 hours a day, 4 days a 
week, 4 months in the year totaling approximately 300 hours per year.  
 
It is proposed that current 6’ John Deere median mower be transferred the Golf Course to 
mow the “roughs” a second time each week rather than trading it in.  Currently the roughs 
are mowed once a week with the large 16’ Toro mower. Mowing the “roughs” once a week 
is not often enough to keep up with the grass growth during the peak growing season. 
 
The new 6’ median mower will likely be used for more than 300 hours per year in the 
future as sidewalk snow removal tasks are added now or in the future. Additional 
attachments for utilizing the mower for snow removal is found on following page along 
with associated pricing (for a snow blower and a broom). If the Village Board elects to 
purchase the additional snow blower or broom, they could be added for the prices stated 
but are not included in the recommended award amount.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 

1. Is There A Fiscal Impact?    Yes 
2. Is it Currently Budgeted?    Yes 
3. If Budgeted, Which Line? Capital Project Fund 

 
 

FICSAL SYNOPSIS: 
Capital project funds provide the 
resources to operate and maintain 
equipment and facilities. The mower 
costs roughly $2,000 more than 
originally budgeted. 
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We received the following quotes, the results of which are as follows: 
 

Vendor 
Swiderski 

Equipment 
Riesterer & 

Schnell Horst Distr. Inc. Reinders Inc. 

Make New Holland John Deere Jacobsen Toro 

Year / Model 2011 / G 6035 2011 / F 1565 
2011 / Turf Cat 

628 
2011/Ground 

Mstr 360 

Price with 
cab and 

deck $26,983 $31,378 
 

$25,890 $40,581.68 

Unit Hours/ 
Warranty 

0 hours / 1000 
hours or 2 years 

0 hours / 2-
years 

 
0 hours / 2-

years 
0 hours / 2-

years 

 Price for a 5’ 
Snow Blower $4,418 $4,402 

 
$6,395 $5,190 

Price for a 5’ 
Broom $3,185 $4,960 

 
$7,395 $5,125 

Trade in N/A N/A 
 

N/A N/A 

 
The above mowers are essentially equivalent, and include 35 hp. diesel motors (the 
Jacobsen is 29 hp), hydrostatic transmissions, 4-wheel drive, power steering, 6’ rear 
discharge mowing deck and cab. The cab will allow the mower to be used for snow removal 
in the future.   
 
In addition, the New Holland is essentially the same model as another 6’ mower the Village 
owns. The mechanics are familiar with the mower and can utilize the existing parts 
inventory for servicing. The Toro Blower is only 53” and does not meet the minimum bid 
requirements. The Jacobsen Turf Cat has a lower horse power motor, higher-cost non-
Quick-Attach implements, a 54” blower, and does not meet the minimum bid requirements. 
The John Deere includes air conditioning in the cab. 
 
I recommend the Swiderski Equipment 2011 New Holland G 6035 which includes the 
mowing deck and cab for $26,983 as the lowest responsive bid price. 
 
 
ATTACHED INFORMATION 

I. Equipment Pictures 
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