Meeting Date: 2/28/2011
Agenda Item: 7

Mission Statement
Provide quality services in a modern,

'WISCONSIN courteous and cost-efficient manner.
g J

www.villogeofhoward.com

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING STAFF REPORT

REPORT TO: President Burt McIntyre and Village Board of Trustees

REPORT FROM: Robert Bartelt, Village Administrator REVIEWED BY: %

AGENDA ITEM: Review and take action on the Village of Howard becoming a Bird
City Wisconsin community.

ACTION REQUESTED: __Ordinance ___ Resolution _X Motion ____ Receive/File

POLICY ISSUE
Does the Village Board wish to proceed with the process of applying and becoming a Bird City
Wisconsin community?

RECOMMENDED ACTION BY VILLAGE BOARD
Village staff recommends that the Village Board allow staff to complete the appropriate measures to
become a Bird City Wisconsin community.

If the Village Board were in favor of this policy action, the following motion may be made:

“Motion to allow staff to complete the appropriate measures needed for the Village of Howard
to become a Bird City Wisconsin community.”

POLICY ALTERNATIVE(S) POLICY REFERENCE

The Village Board could take the following actions: Wisconsin Statutes: N/A
e Approve the project Howard Municipal Code: N/A
e Not approve the project Policies & Procedure Manual: N/A

e Table the item and request additional information

(STRATEGIC PLAN RELEVANCE: \ (STRATEGIC PLAN SYNOPSIS: \
By promoting the Village as a Bird

Economic Vitality: No City Wisconsin, it shows that
Accountable/Efficient Gov’t: No Howard is concerned about the
Enhance Gov’t Partnerships: No environment and is an
Environmentally Friendly: Yes environmentally friendly

\ ) \community. )
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KEY METRIC SYNOPSIS
Meet the basic requirements to achieve yearly recertification as a Bird City/Sustained Flight
community.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
(FISCAL IMPACT: \ (FISCAL SYNOPSIS: \

There will be staff time allocated

1. Is There A Fiscal Impact? Yes to complete the program
2. Isit Currently Budgeted? No application process and
3. If Budgeted, Which Line? N/A subsequent Sustained Flight

awards.

. J\. J

PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW _ None
BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Bird City Wisconsin is a program designed to recognize communities throughout the state which
fulfill requirements that promote a bird friendly environment within the community. This program
is administered by a coalition led by the Milwaukee Audubon Society, the Wisconsin Bird
Conservation Initiative and the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology.

Bird City Wisconsin is modeled after the successful nationwide program Tree City USA, a
community improvement project sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation. There is a list of criteria
that the community will be required to achieve on an annual basis to not only become an initial Bird
City community, but also maintain a “Sustained Flight” status.

To meet the basic requirements, a community will need to meet at least seven (7) of 22 criteria in
five categories:

Creation and Protection of Habitat

Participation in Programs Promoting Effective Community Forest Management

Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds

Public Education

Adopt an Official Resolution and Hold a Celebration Marking International Migratory Bird
Day

Vi Wi

In reviewing these criteria, staff has determined that the Village either already meets a minimum
standard or minimal work would be required to achieve a particular requirement. In general, this
would be no more than providing information and public education on the Village’s website or
newsletter. By providing information on invasive species management, protecting birds from
window-strikes, backyard landscape habitat enhancements for birds, and web-links to other
conservation friendly websites, the Village would be able to fulfill the basic requirements.

ATTACHED INFORMATION
I Bird City Wisconsin requirements and additional information
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Short History of Bird City Wisconsin

In March 2002, leading bird conservation organizations in Wisconsin created a cooperative partnership
called the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative (WBCI), which is part of the National Bird Conservation
Initiative. The goal of this coalition is to work in close coordination to deliver the full spectrum of bird
conservation statewide, emphasizing voluntary stewardship.

To date, 167 organizations -- from the statewide Audubon Council to local bird clubs and bird-related
businesses - have endorsed WBCI's principles in support of bird conservation. These include:

= Coordinate the efforts of private and public landowners and institutions, and all
citizens who care for birds

= Focus on the full array of wild bird species

= Promote voluntary partnerships

& Promote conservation based on the best available scientific information

« Take an ecological landscape approach

» Share knowledge to encourage voluntary stewardship and bird-based recreation.

WBCI's Urban Committee introduced the concept for Bird City Wisconsin early on, based on the success of
the Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree Cily USA program, They wanled a program Lhal could do for communities
and their bird life what Tree City USA has managed to accomplish in the field of urban forestry.

In 2009, WBCI members received a planning grant for Bird City Wisconsin through the TogetherGreen
program, a unigue alliance between the National Audubon Society and Toyota. During this initial phase of
the program, the Milwaukee Audubon Society is serving as the program’s fiscal agent and the Schilitz
Audubon Center is its home base.

\ ilovnekee d
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Bird City Wisconsin - 1111 E. Brown Deer Road - Bayside, W1 53217 - Phone (414) 416-3272 - Email Us
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Bird City's Urgent Goal
To encourage all communities in Wisconsin to implement sound
bird conservation practices by offering public recognition to

POWERFUL STORY those that succeed in (a) enhancing the environment for birds
and (b) educate the public about the interactions between birds

Imagine you wake up one morning, and people and about the contributions birds make to a healthy
look out your back window and a community.
Magnolia Warbler is visiting the native : .
trees and shrubs that you planted. Rationale:
Here's a hird bound for the boreal « Birds are valuable indicators of the health of our
forest after wintering in Guatemala environment, both locally and globally. The physiology of
and for one day it is dependent on birds and humans is similar, and what threatens birds, can
your actions to help it get to its threaten us. Birds are sensitive barometers of the health of
breeding ground and produce young. our environment.

« Birds capture our imagination with their flight, their annual
That's the powerful story behind Bird migrations, their antics at our hird feeders, and their
City Wisconsin. beauty. Birds are enjoyed by many citizens (whether they

®

are backyard birders" or tourists, serious wildlife
enthusiasts, or people who are more casual observers).

Birds add much to a community's quality of life. Enhancing the environment for resident and
migrant bird populations benefits the quality of life of the human community as well. People are
connected to the natural world.

Birds can be negatively impacted by some kinds of economic development and technological
innovation, and by accelerating urbanization that reduces, converts, and fragments native
vegetation in communities of all sizes throughout Wisconsin.

Birds thrive in parks, backyards, and other vegetated spaces where they find food, water, and
shelter. Only through education can the importance of these places be widely appreciated. Through
promoting wise management of bird populations, Bird City Wisconsin can reduce threats to birds
using our urban, suburban, and rural environments.

Bird populations will be enhanced by practices such as creating, protecting, and managing green
space, landscaping with native plants in backyards and parks, ¢ y
adopting architecture and lighting systems that reduce collisions,
and keeping cats indoors. Bird City Wisconsin seeks to facilitate the
reduction of some of the many threats to a bird's survival that will
make landscapes in all communities more hospitable to breeding,
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Bird City Wisconsin - Urgent Goal Page 2 of 2

wintering, and migrating birds as they seek safe places to spend time and find food.

Populations of same species of both urban birds and birds of the countryside are declining due to
shrinking habitats and lack of public attention to this decline. Bird City Wisconsin will help shine a
spotlight on both migratory and resident species that are declining such as the Chimney Swift,
Purple Martin, and Common Nighthawk. There are 19 warbler species and 10 sparrow species that
are listed on the state's list of Species of Greatest Conservation Need; all of these declining species
migrate through and over most of Wisconsin's communities. AND, the urgency is great because
even some of our common bird species are slipping, gradually, almost unnoticed, into the ranks of
scarcity, and the list of declining species is expanding every year.

-

-
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Criteria for Local Governments to be Recognized as a “Bird City”

Bird City Wisconsin seeks to encourage communities to implement sound bird
conservation practices by offering high visibility public recognition to those that succeed in
doing so.

To assist in achieving certification and public recognition as a community that is “bird-
friendly” and protects and enhances habitat for birdlife, "Bird City Wisconsin" has worked with
municipal officials and conservation organizations to compile a menu of best practices.

"Bird City Wisconsin" recognition is available to towns, villages, cities and counties and
is provided at two achievement levels.

Basic Requirements

To achieve initial annual certification as a “Bird City," communities will need to
demonstrate in a written application that they have met at least seven (7) of the following 22
criteria, including three (3) from Category 1 and one (1) from each of the other four categories:

1. Creation and Protection of Habitat

A. The community is in compliance with Wisconsin's “Smart Growth” law for land use

planning and resource management.

B. The community has a park system with habitat for birds of a number of species. This is
demonstrated by bird monitoring results and/or other data obtained from researchers or
local volunteers.

. Existing bird habitat has legal protection.
. Park planning seeks to provide additional bird habitat.

. The community does not restrict "wild" or natural lawns and landscaping.

b (R v Foll o f

. The community offers the public information on control and removal of invasive species
such as garlic mustard, buckthorn, and reed canary grass.

G. The community contains a segment of the Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail or

an IBA (Important Bird Area). Information on these programs is available at

http://www.wisconsinbirds.org
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H. The local Chamber of Commerce (or similar group) takes an active role in the planning
process for protecting and enlarging favorable bird habitat.
I. OTHER: Demonstrate in a narrative account some other municipal action in furtherance

of habitat creation or protection.

2. Participation in Programs Promoting Effective Community Forest Management
A. The community participates in the “Tree City, USA,” program, sponsored by the
National Arbor Day Foundation.
B. OTHER: Demonstrate in a narrative account some other important municipal

accomplishment in this area.

3. Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds
A. The community has an educational program in place to control free-roaming cats and/or
actively publicizes the American Bird Conservancy “Cats Indoors!” program.
B. The community provides easy-to-obtain information to property owners regarding
protecting birds from window-strikes.
C. OTHER: Demonstrate in a narrative account some other important municipal

accomplishment in this area.

4. Public Education

A. Schools in the community participate in Flying WILD, helping ensure that the nation’s
students are knowledgeable about the conservation needs of migratory and other birds.

B. The community, through bulletin boards, community newsletters, city or county website,
or other media, provides information to property owners on methods to create and
enhance backyard habitat for birds.

C. The community provides links to other organizations with information on backyard
habitat programs such as Audubon at Home, the National Wildlife Federation, Cornell
Laboratory of Ornithology, University of Wisconsin Extension, the Wisconsin Society

for Ornithology, the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the Humane Society of the
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U.5., and “Beyond the Birdfeeder: Creating a Bird-Friendly Yard with Native Wisconsin
Plants,” by Mariette Nowak.

D. The community is represented in at least one bird monitoring program such as the
Christmas Bird Count, the Great Backyard Bird Count, or Swift Night Out.

E. The community sponsors an annual bird festival.

F. The community has a program that involves schools, garden clubs or other organizations
in bird conservation activities.

G. OTHER: Demonstrate in a narrative account some other important municipal

accomplishment in public education.

5. International Migratory Bird Day
The community adopts an official resolution and holds a celebration marking International
Migratory Bird Day (IMBD), celebrated on the second Saturday in May or sometime in the

week before or after that date. 4 sample resoluiion can be found at www.birdcifywisconsinorg/resolution. For ideas on

public celebrations see www.birdday.org and www.birdcitywisconsinorg/celebrations

Sustained Flight Awards

To achieve yearly recertification as a “Bird City" and "Sustained Flight" status, a
community will need to demonstrate that it continues to meet at least seven (7) of the above
criteria, including recognizing IMBD.
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BIRD CITY WISCONSIN: Making our communities healthy for birds ... and peaple

Contact: Carl Schwartz esclhwartz3@wi.rr.com 414-416-3272

Bird City Wisconsin Seeks New Candidate Communities After
Recognizing Inaugural Class of Nation's First 15 “Bird Cities”

Innovation Grant Helps Reward Communities that Create Healthy Habitat for Birds & People

The Bird City Wisconsin project is now accepting a second round of applications for
initial certification in its unique program to encourage urban bird conservation. The
announcement follows its recognition in December of 15 cities, villages, a town and a county for
efforts to make their communities a better place for birds and other wildlife.

If applications are received by March 1, communities will be notified if they have
qualified no later than April 1 -- in time for celebration of International Migratory Bird Day in
May.

A number of communities across Wisconsin have told the Bird City team that they also
arc working to meet the program’s criteria. Additional application periods will close on July 1
and Nov. 1 each year. As with Tree City USA, Bird City's recognition is renewable each year,
and runs from April 1 to March 31,

Carl Schwartz, BCW coordinator, said the project would reward towns, villages, cities
and counties across Wisconsin that create healthier habitats for birds and people by awarding
them “Bird City™ status.

Modeled on the “Tree City USA™ program, Bird City Wisconsin developed 22 criteria
across five categories, including habitat creation and protection, community forest management,
limiting hazards, public education, and recognizing International Migratory Bird Day. If a
community meets at least seven criteria, it becomes an official “Bird City,” receiving two street
signs, a flag and plaque, and publicity to recognize its efforts.

There at 180 "Tree Cities" in Wisconsin, with some having participated for more than 30
years, s0 it came as no surprise to the Bird City Steering Committee that 13 of the first 15 Bird
Cities took advantage of their Tree City status to meet BCW's category 2 requirement:
"Participation in Programs Promoting Effective Community Forest Management.”

While Bird City also offers communities an opportunity to demonstrate some other
important municipal accomplishment in this area, Schwartz said Tree City communities not only
understood the concept of a community recognition program but also appreciated the importance
of habitat improvement in bird conservation,

Schwartz said the Bird City project was using its web site, www.birdcitywisconsin.org, o
reach out across the state and guide communities through the application process. The site walks
foresters, parks directors, city planners and other officials through the application process, and
includes how-to details on implementing new conservation strategies. It also features details on
how each of its 15 inaugural communities earned recognition, providing tips for those who will
follow.

1111 E. Brown Deer Road { Bayside W1 53217 | v birdcitywisconsin.org | cschwartz3@wiar.com [ (414) 416-3272
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BIRD CITY WISCONSIN: Making our communities healthy for birds ... and people

The inaugural group of Bird Cities includes the cities of Mequon, Stevens Point, Green
Bay, Muskego, Oshkosh, New London, Lake Geneva, Brookfield and River Falls; the villages of
Bayside, Chenequa, Hales Corners and Williams Bay; the Town of Manitowish Waters and
Ozaukee County.

Many of those communities already have staged their own local events to accept the
special Bird City Wisconsin plague, flag and street signs that will be installed at their boundaries.
The Bird City logo was designed by Wisconsin's nationally-known landseape painter Tom
Uttech and his wife, designer Mary Uttech.

The largest events were held at Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary in Green Bay and at the
Portage County Library in Stevens Point. More than 100 people attended the two events,
including mayors, aldermen, a county executive, state lawmakers, officials of the Department of
Matural Resources, conservation leaders and local birders.

Last month, it was announced that the Milwaukee Audubon Society, which is partnering
with nine Wisconsin conservation organizations to take an innovative, collaborative approach to
conservation, is receiving a $31,700 TogetherGreen Innovation Grant to expand the Bird City
project statewide.

The Bird City Wisconsin partnership is one of 43 award winners across the country that
will use TogetherGreen funding to achieve conservation results and engage more peaple in
conservation.

Communities in Wisconsin that can document how they improve bird habitat, manage
woodlands, limit hazards to birds, and educate their citizens about birds and environmental
health can apply for annual public recognition of their ¢fforts. Bird City Wisconsin spent the past
year developing the idea for the program using money from a TogetherGreen planning grant;
with the $31,700 TogerherGreen Innovation Grant, the Milwaukee Awdubon Socicty and its
partner organizations will be able to reach many other communities in the year ahead.

Noel Cutright, a member of the Bird City Steering Committee who championed the
recognition plan for nearly a decade, voiced great satisfaction at the twin announcements, saying:
"The incubation time for a good idea can be long and trying, but when it finally hatches and then
fledges, real satisfaction is felt.”

In addition to Milwaukee Audubon, the Bird City partnership includes the Wisconsin
Seciety for Omithology, the Madison Audubon Society, Wisconsin Audubon Council, Natural
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative, Bluebird
Restoration Association of Wisconsin, Friends of the Mead/MeMillan Association, Riveredge
Bird Club, and Aldo Leopold Audubon Society.

The Bird City grant is part of nearly $1.1 million awarded by the TogetherGreen
initiative in 2010. Audubon and Toyota launched the five-year TogetherGreen initiative in 2008
to fund innovative conservation projects, support conservation leadership, and offer volunteer
opportunities that significantly benefit the environment and reach new audiences,

1111 E. Brown Deer Road / Bayside W1 53217 [ www.birdcitywisconsin.org | cschwartzd @wiar.com [ (414) 416-3272

Page 10 of 13



Bird Cities in Wisconsin
Click City or Logo to look at each Bird City (County)

Town of Manitowish Waters

ﬁ River Falls

Stevens Point
e s
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New London ﬁ R -

Oshkosh ﬁ

Chenequa t’
Brookfic Idﬁ " Bayside

Hales Comers ﬁ Mbskego
13

Williams Bay ﬁﬁ'-a‘"’ Gefieva

Page 11 of 13



A Dozen Reasons to
Become a Bird City

1. Make a strong contribution to community
pride. Present the kind of image that most
citizens want to have for the place they live
or conduct business. Bird City provides a
way to reach large numbers of people with
important "green" information.

2. Promote and grow your community's

environmental reputation through a program that provides guidance,

resources and recognition. Bird City trumpets your current conservation
successes while promoting strategies for coordinated, far-reaching, bird-
centered conservation activities going forward.

. Sustain healthy, functioning natural systems in your community. Wild

birds are essential to pollinate flowers, disseminate seeds, and help keep

insect populations under control.

. Sustain healthy, functioning natural systems worldwide. Like the
proverbial canaries in a coal mine, birds serve as indicators of the
ecological health of our planet. Because of their rapid metabolism and
wide geographic distribution, birds provide early warning to us of changes
in the environment and potentially harmful biological conditions. Robust,
diverse bird populations reflect the underlying health of the ecosystem in
which they — and we — live. Since we share our planet with all other
species, what happens to birds can happen to us.

. Save money. Without the environmental assistance we get from birds, we
would have to spend far more money on pest control and keeping natural
systems in balance. Insect-eating birds reduce the need for chemical pest
control. Birds also are voracious eaters of weed plants and rodents. They
provide us with “free ecological services™ and are unheralded assistants to
farmers, foresters and gardeners.

. Make money. Bird watching is one of the fastest growing forms of
outdoor recreation in the United States. In 2006 more than 48 million
Americans watched birds and spent more than $32 billion on the pastime,
People travel to see birds, buy backyard bird feeders and houses, landscape
for birds, and spend money to support bird research and protect bird
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habitat. In Wisconsin, the Department of Natural Resources estimates that
wildlife watchers spent $1.3 billion on their hobby i 2001,

7. Have fun and relax. In addition to being just plain fun, watching birds can
help relieve stress. Watching birds at a feeder or birdbath can be a family
experience, with kids, parents, and grandparents.

8. Get outdoors! Watching birds can often spark kids' interest in nature and
the outdoors. More and more research is revealing the health benefits to
kids who spend more time outdoors.

9, Understand nature. Birds pull so much together. Learning about birds is
more than learning about a single season, type of animal, or habitat. Birds
teach us about how we’re all connected and how vulnerable our
environment can become. Birds live among us ... and we among them.

10. Build community spirit. Bird-friendly actions by a community can build
cooperation between public and private sectors to effectively manage many
types of urban habitat, including forests, prairies and wetlands.

11. Build beneficial networks. Bird-friendly actions by a community put
people in touch with other communities and resources that can result in
mutually-beneficial outcomes

12. Improve the local environment. New wildlife habitat areas can offer
aesthetic, social, economical and environmental benefits.
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