
 
 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING STAFF REPORT 
 
REPORT TO: Burt R. McIntyre, President    REVIEWED BY:    
   Village Board of Trustees 
          
REPORT FROM:  Bob Bartelt, Village Administrator 
 

AGENDA ITEM:  6a -- Status update on the synthetic Cannabis legislation  
 

 
POLICY ISSUE 
None 
 

PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW 
On January 24, 2011, the Village Board passed Ordinance 2011-4, which bans the use, possession 
and sale of synthetic marijuana products.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
At the January 24, 2011, Village Board meeting, Public Safety Director Ed Jahnke presented 
information about the growing problem and dangers of synthetic marijuana use. The Village Board 
voted unanimously to pass Ordinance 2011-4, which bans the use, possession and sale of synthetic 
marijuana products within the village.  
 
At the February 14, 2011, Village Board meeting, Trustee Steffen requested the following future 
agenda item: “Provide monthly status updates on the synthetic Cannabis legislation developed by 
Rep. Bies in 2010 and co-sponsored by Sen. Harsdorf in the Senate and due for a vote later this 
spring.” 
 
NEW INFORMATION 
On February 28, 2011, Tyler Sivret, a staff member for Rep. Garey Bies, forwarded draft state 
legislation regarding the regulation of synthetic marijuana (See Attachment I).  According to Mr. 
Sivret, this is the final draft that now will be forwarded to other Assembly members for co-
sponsorship. Mr. Sivret could not provide a timeline for action on the proposed bill, as the item is 
not considered a priority at this time.  
 
On March 1, 2011, the Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) placed an emergency federal ban on the 
five formerly legal substances commonly used in synthetic marijuana products (See attachments II 
and III.) These substances have been placed in the federal drug schedule I on an emergency basis, 
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which means that they have been designated as having no medical use for at least one year while 
the agency considers whether or not to make the scheduling permanent.  
 
Village staff had consulted with Attorney Dennis Duffy for an opinion as to how Ordinance 2011-4 
fit with the pending state legislation and federal ban. Dennis said he has no legal opinion on the 
matter, since the village has every right to pass an ordinance managing an issue until such time as 
state or federal legislation is developed that would supersede it.  
 
Chief Ed Janke said he feels the ordinance proactively addresses the issue, and the developments on 
the state and federal levels further underline the seriousness and dangerousness of synthetic 
marijuana products.  
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION  
Review only 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
I Draft state legislation from Rep. Garey Bies 
II CNN article relating to DEA ban on synthetic marijuana 
III TIME article relating to DEA ban on synthetic marijuana 
IV Federal Register documentation that now places Synthetic Cannabinoids into Schedule 1 

of 21 CFR Part 1308. 
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