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VILLAGE BOARD MEETING STAFF REPORT 

 
REPORT TO: President Burt McIntyre and Village Board of Trustees 

          
REPORT FROM: Leigh Ann Wagner Kroening, administrative assistant,  
   on behalf of Go Green, Save Green Task Force  
 

AGENDA ITEM: 5e – Approve amending the Village’s Planned Development District Application 

and Building Permit Application to include a disclaimer that the village will 

notify Focus on Energy about the project 
 

ACTION REQUESTED:  ___Ordinance    ____Resolution    X Motion   _____Receive/File 
 

 
POLICY ISSUE 
Does the Village Board wish to amend the Planned Development District (PDD) and Building Permit 
applications to include the following disclaimer? 
 
“The Village of Howard is a partner with Focus on Energy and forwards all permit information to 
the organization to review for potential cost savings projects and programs.” 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
At the January 18, 2011, Go Green, Save Green Task Force meeting, Courtney Wojcik with Focus on 
Energy gave a presentation about energy-saving ideas for homes and businesses. She explained that 
Focus on Energy tries to work with developers to identify ways they can implement cost-efficient, 
energy-saving design methods in their building plans. Many times there are incentives available to 
encourage developers to incorporate environmentally friendly features in their projects.  
 
Trustee Dan Deppeler suggested something be added to the Building Permit and PDD applications 
to allow village officials to share information about potential developments with Focus on Energy 
so the organization could discuss available incentives and energy-saving ideas for the project. 
Trustee David Steffen motioned, and GGSG member Becky Stephens seconded to add a line on the 
forms so the applicants could consent to their information being given to Focus on Energy. GGSG 
approved it unanimously.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
In the following days, staff discussed how to implement the suggestion. Since all PDD and Building 
Permit applications are public record and can be shared with anyone, including Focus on Energy 
representatives, it was decided a disclaimer – rather than a consent line – would be more 
appropriate and also more effective.  
 

Meeting Date:  2/14/2011 
Agenda Item: __5e___ 

 

Mission Statement 
Provide quality services in a modern, 
courteous and cost-efficient manner. 
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Director of Community Development Dave Wiese suggested the following line be added to both 
applications, “The Village of Howard is a partner with Focus on Energy and forwards all permit 
information to the organization to review for potential cost savings projects and programs.” 
 
The disclaimer line supports the GGSG Task Force’s desire to promote the Focus on Energy 
programs available for new developments.  
 
POLICY ALTERNATIVE(S) 
The Village Board could take the following action: 

 Approve amending the PDD and Building Permit applications to add the disclaimer 
 Table the item and request additional information 
 Vote not to amend the applications 

 
 

ATTACHED INFORMATION 
I. PDD Application with disclaimer line added (shown as highlighted) under “Please Note 

the Following” on Page 4.  
II. Building Permit application with disclaimer line added (shown as highlighted) under 

“Go Green” section 
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Attachment I 
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Attachment II 

 


