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GO GREEN SAVE GREEN MEETING STAFF REPORT

REPORT TO: Go Green Save Green Task Force
REPORT FROM: Chris Clark, Superintendent of Parks, Forestry and Golf
AGENDA ITEM: End-of-season Community Garden report

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In 2010, the Go Green Save Green Task Force sponsored the development of 16 community garden
plots at Lehner Park. The gardening season begins in mid-May, and gardeners are responsible for
cleaning out their plots by the end of October. The cost is $20 per plot per season.

Until this year, gardeners were allowed to rent multiple plots. However, in 2011 we had a waiting
list of roughly seven people. This year, gardeners were limited to one plot, and the waiting list
shrunk to three people.

This year also was the first year of the water source at the garden. All gardeners could access a
push-button tap on the outside of the building for no additional cost. Those who wished to access
the on/off switch for the hose spigot could pay a $5 key fee to access the building. Only one
gardener paid the additional fee for the hose service.

At the end of each season, all gardeners are mailed a survey to gather their feedback. Eight people
responded, and their surveys are attached.

SUMMARY OF 2012 GARDENING SEASON

This season the Parks Department added a water source at the park building for garden users. This
is a combination of an exterior timed push button bucket fill spigot as well as an interior accessed
garden hose connection. From our perspective, it appears that the exterior bucket filling option
was utilized the most and was a welcome addition to the gardens. A total of approximately 7,275
gallons of water was used at an estimated cost of $40.

This season we were also informed of gardens getting vandalized. Because of concerns from some
users, we have plans to increase park security measures at Lehner Park through signage and
surveillance. We have also received a request from the Corps of Engineers to add four additional
garden plots that will be specifically allocated to residents in the Roland Lane apartments.

In response to some of the concerns listed in the garden surveys:

. At this point we do not plan to add any compost next season. Last year’s product was not a
very good product thus resulting in the complaints. We could provide on an “as requested” basis.
. It would be up to the task force to recommend - and for administration to approve - the

addition of more garden plots. There has been some discussion amongst staff about the potential to
add plots in the village-owned property directly across from Village Hall on Glendale Avenue.
However, this would require some infrastructure improvements to the site (grading, water access,



and parking). Another site that could be considered is the village-owned farm field near Fire
Station #2. This may be an appealing option for residents in the western half of the village.

ATTACHED INFORMATION
L 2012 Community Garden end-of-season survey
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Aummer, 2012 Gardener, Evaluation
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1. Overall, were ydu satisfied with the Community Garden experience
provided by the Village of Howard? Explain.
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2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park again next year? Explain.
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3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden

experience?
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4. Please share any other comments that you might have about the
program. q
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Summer, 2012 Gardener valuation

1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience
provided by the Village of Howard? Explain.
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comfortable. 10 whe \1ues arpund me .

2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park again next year? Explain.
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3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden
experience?
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4. Please share any other comments that you might have about the
program.
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1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience
provided by the Village of Howard? Explain. \gg 1. A GARDEN S
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3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden
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Summer 2012 Gardener valuation

1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Gaj;den experience
provided by the Village of Howard? Explain.
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2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park agaln ne ye r? Explain
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Aummer, 2012 Gardener, Evaluation

1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience
provided by the Village of Howard? Explain.
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2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park again next year? Explain.
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3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden
experience?
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4. Please share any other comments that you might have about the
program.
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Aummer, 2012 Gardener Evalunation

1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience
provided by the Village of Howard? Explain.
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2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park again next year? Explain.
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3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden
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4. Please share any other comments that you might have about the
program.
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Bummer, 2012 Gardener Evalnation

1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience

provided by the Village of Howard? Explain.
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2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park again next year? Explain.
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3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden

experience? . _
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4. Please share any other comments that you might have about the

program. . ‘, |
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Auwmer, 2012 Gardener valuation

1. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience
rovided by the Village of Howard? Explain. - '
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2. Do you plan to garden at Lehner Park again next year? Explain.

3. Do you have any suggestions for improving the Community Garden
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4. Please share any other comments that you might have about the
program.
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