
 
 

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING STAFF REPORT 
 
REPORT TO: Burt R. McIntyre, President      
   Village Board of Trustees 
          
REPORT FROM:  Paul F. Evert, Village Administrator 
 
AGENDA ITEM: 5a Review and take action on Resolution 2013-21, Objecting to a Provision 

in the Joint Finance Committee’s Proposed Budget That Includes Special 
Interest Language Regarding the Relocation of Billboards 

  
ACTION REQUESTED:  ___Ordinance     _X Resolution    __   Motion   ____Receive/File 
 

 
POLICY ISSUE 
Should the Village Board approve a Resolution Objecting to a Provision in the Joint Finance 
Committee’s Proposed Budget That Includes Special Interest Language Regarding the Relocation of 
Billboards? 
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Since 1989, the Village of Howard has prohibited the placement of new off-premise signs, aka 

billboards. During the last two years, the Wisconsin State Department of Transportation, as part 

of the Hwy 41/29 expansion, has removed many existing billboards in the region and specifically 

in the Village of Howard. The billboard owners have received compensation for these takings. 

One billboard company, Next Media, whose local assets were recently acquired by Lamar 

Outdoor Advertising, sued the village in federal and state courts due to the prohibition of off-

premise signs. They have also applied for variances in front of the village’s Zoning Board of 

Appeals. The federal action and first state action have been resolved by the village’s insurance 

company. Recently the Village was sued again when the Zoning Board of Appeals did not grant 

a variance for a sign to be realigned on an existing site. The Zoning Board of Appeals held that 

the DOT had bought all rights to place a sign on the site in question. That case is pending. 

 

The billboard industry has been actively lobbying the state legislature in order to retain their 

billboards. The law was changed at their request in the last state budget bill in 2011 to allow the 

industry to realign their billboards on existing sites if a DOT project caused the sign to be 

moved. Once this change was put into practice, the billboard industry did not find this 

satisfactory. After putting increased pressure on the state legislature, the Joint-Finance 

Committee of the State Legislature slipped into the state budget a broad provision allowing non-

conforming billboards that are relocated by a DOT project to be placed anywhere within the 

municipality in which they are located. In Howard’s case, for example, this could mean 

billboards could be moved from Hwy 29 to Hwy 41 as the project moved west on Hwy 29. It 

could also mean billboards could be moved to residential areas along the highway or even into a 

community’s downtown. 

 

Meeting:  Village Board 
Meeting Date: June 10, 2013 
Agenda Item: No. 5a 
 

Mission Statement 
Delivering quality services in a courteous, 

cost-effective and efficient manner. 

 



 
PRIOR ACTION/REVIEW 
On June 4, 2013 the Legislative Agenda Committee adopted the attached resolution believing the 
action by the Joint Finance Committee was an unwarranted favor to special interests and that it is 
an unreasonable preemption of local control. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION  
The Legislative Agenda Committee recommends approval of the attached resolution and hopes 
trustees will let their opinions be known to the state legislature and governor.  
 
If the Village Board agreed with this action, the following motion could be used, “Motion to approve 
Resolution 2013-21, objecting to a Provision in the Joint Finance Committee’s Proposed Budget That 
Includes Special Interest Language Regarding the Relocation of Billboards.” 
 
POLICY ALTERNATIVE(S) 
The Village Board could take the following actions: 

 Approve with revisions 
 Deny the suggested motion 
 Table the suggested motion and request additional information 

 
ATTACHED INFORMATION 

1. Language from Omnibus Amendment at Joint Finance Committee 

2. Resolution 2013-21 

 
COPIES FORWARDED TO: 

FISCAL IMPACT: 
 
1. Is There A Fiscal Impact?   No 
2. Is it Currently Budgeted?   No 
3. If Budgeted, Which Line?  No 
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