
Summer 2013 Gardener Evaluation  
Narrative: The 2013 gardening season was the fourth for the Community Garden at 

Lehner Park and the first for the West Side Community Garden. All 23 plots at the West 

Side garden were reserved, though three plots were never gardened; 18 of the 20 plots at 

Lehner Park were reserved, and all of those were gardened. Common concerns at the 

West Side garden centered on the water supply (A tank was provided, and the fire 

department filled it roughly every Monday and Friday.) The Lehner Park gardeners once 

again experienced some vandalism of their plots and theft of their produce, but it didn’t 

seem to be as problematic as last year. Here are the responses from the seven (7) surveys 

that were completed and returned: 

 
1. Did you have a garden plot at Lehner Park or the West Side 

Community Garden? 

Lehner Park – 1 

West Side – 6  

 

2. Overall, were you satisfied with the Community Garden experience 

provided by the Village of Howard? Explain. 

Lehner Park – Yes (1). I like the fact that you till the gardens. 

 

West Side –  Yes (4). The water was full when the weather was hot 

and dry.  

 

Mostly (1). The West Side gardens were new this year, 

and there were a lot of grass roots left in the plots 

that caused the grass to re-grow. It is very difficult to 

get rid of the grass once it starts to re-grow, as you 

can’t get to the roots without additional tilling.  

 

No (1). The ground was tilled well before Memorial 

Day weekend, but water was not provided at the site 

until well after Memorial Day weekend. 

Consequently, weeds were well re-established before 



we could start planting. Water was not reliably 

provided through the summer. We went to the plot 

regularly to weed and to water, and the water tank 

was empty a number of times. 

 

3. Do you plan to garden again next year? If so, do you plan to keep the 

same plot and/or stay at the same location? Explain. 

Lehner Park –  Will stay at Lehner, but would like a plot closer to 

water faucet 

West Side –  All respondents would like to keep their same plots 

next year. 
  

4. Please list any suggestions for improving the Community Garden 

experience? 

Lehner Park: 

 No comments listed.  

West Side: 

 Please provide water earlier and make sure the tank is at the 

site with sufficient water as soon as the ground is tilled and at 

all times during the summer. 

 I would like to see the water tank in a more central location to 

all plots or possibly an additional tank on the opposite end of 

the site so that it is easier to haul the water to the plots on the 

other side. 

 Please have the water tank filled more often. There were 

several times this summer that the water ran out.  

 The water container should not be empty. We had to haul our 

own water a few times and would ask that the supply be 

reliable. 

 Work the soil up 1-2 weeks earlier. 

 Have the lawnmower make two swipes per pass to cut the 

weeds/grass on the edges of the garden that aren’t worked up. 

 My 3-year-old says, “Add a hula hoop, please!” 



 A few times when we were there, one plot gardener had driven 

his truck onto the grass and had his music blaring loudly from 

his truck. Another time, someone had their dog off leash while 

they were gardening.  

 If traps are allowed, they shouldn’t be! It was disturbing to see 

small creatures lying dead in traps around one plot.  

 

5. Please share any other comments that you might have about the 

program. 

Lehner Park: 

 I would recommend this to other gardeners. 

West Side: 

 We love having this program available! The soil is excellent for 

gardening, and we met lots of very nice local people at the 

gardens who share our love of gardening. It was so much fun 

each time we finished our weeding and watering to stroll to the 

other gardens and see what other gardeners were planting and 

how they lay their gardens out. Thanks for making the program 

available – a true community service! 

 Overall a great program! I had an overabundance of produce 

from my 40x40 plot. I do have some concern with the quality of 

the soil in the future if we are to remove all garden waste each 

year as the nutrients in the soil will deplete. Will it be the 

gardener’s responsibility to replace lost nutrients with 

compost or fertilizer or does the village already have a plan in 

place for this situation? Thank you for the opportunity to 

garden at a reasonable cost! 

 I think this is a great thing to offer the community! 

 Thank you very much! Gardening was a wonderful experience 

with my family!  


